
The Promise
AN ADVENT DEVOTIONAL



Welcome to Advent 2022
 

 The month of December flies by every year, and every year we exclaim, “I just don’t have 
enough time!” Maybe this is the year that we try something different. Let go of some things, say no 
to a few social invitations, and draw near to Bethlehem. 

 The Advent devotional that you hold in your hand comes entirely from members of the St. 
Luke family. The writings, the artwork, the thoughts and prayers are all a reflection of what God 
is doing in and through His people. Each offering contained in this booklet comes from a fellow 
disciple just like you, and we offer you this gift as a tool to aid you in making more time for God. 

 Advent is the season of waiting and watching. We await the coming Messiah, the Newborn 
King, and we watch for the fulfilment of God’s promise. From the beginning of God’s word we are 
promised that a Savior will come and that he will bring peace, hope and love. The Promise will lead 
you through a season of reflection and positioning your soul to receive this Savior when he comes. 

 I hope that you will make time each day to read a devotional thought from this book. Christmas 
is far more meaningful when we take time to step aside from the business of this commercialized 
world and spend time in quiet contemplation and preparation. Read the devotional, reflect on the 
artwork, and spend time in prayer asking God to be born anew in your heart. In addition, open your 
Christmas cards for that particular day and use this time to pray for your family and friends. All of 
this will bring you to the humble, simple place where God can lead your heart. God has upheld His 
side of the promise. Now, let us bring that promise to fruition by accepting the beautiful gift that 
has been given to us, the gift of Jesus Christ. 

  Rev. Thad Haygood
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An Introduction to The Promise
Can you imagine four hundred years of silence from God?  The metanarrative of Scripture with 
God’s promise of one to come as King of kings and Lord of lords was still and quiet in the world 
between Malachi and Matthew, at least according to our thinking. 

Shhhhhhh.

Hear the silence of hope and longing in Elizabeth as her heart hurts in being considered a reproach 
among her people because of her barrenness. 
 
Hear elderly Zechariah’s last words to Gabriel upon hearing the news of a son to come to him and 
Elizabeth as Gabriel sentences him to silence until the baby is born.
 
Tiptoe with me into their home. Listen in and hear Elizabeth talking to her silent husband with no 
feedback. “Zechariah, what things should we be preparing to have for our baby?” Or, “Zechariah, 
I think I need more fabric to cover my bulging abdomen...how much money do we have for that?” 
Silence. What a challenge for him to not be able to verbally express his own joy over this news as 
the proof of it all swells in Elizabeth. Hear her joy in gestation.

Eavesdrop with me in Mary’s room as Gabriel foretells the birth of Jesus to her and hear the sonic 
boom of long silence come to an end as the news of Messiah is broadcast to an audience of one. 

BOOM!

Hear the questions of Mary as to how this thing can be? Hear Gabriel give trusting inquisitive Mary 
all the answers. Hear the angel tell her of Aunt Elizabeth’s pregnancy as well. Hear Mary’s, “Let it 
be as you have said.” Hear Mary pack a bag and head for a three-month stay with Aunt Elizabeth 
and Uncle Zechariah.

Hear Mary walk in to their home and greet them. Hear Elizabeth’s exclamation of joy as the baby 
within her own womb leaps for joy at the sound of Mary’s entrance.

Hear God at work.

Hear God at work in the Garden. (Messiah is coming.) Hear Him in the prophecies. (Messiah is 
coming.) Hear Him in the narrative. (Messiah is coming.) Hear Him in the poetry. (Messiah
is coming.)

Hear Him in the silent years as He was at work then. Remember He was at work all along.
We are so fortunate to live on this side of that silence. We have read the accounts of Jesus’s life, 
death, burial, and resurrection and we are blessed with God’s gift of faith to us.
On a more personal level, there is a lesson for us in the silence of God at work in fulfilling His 
promises and the ultimate promise of Jesus Christ. When we are taxed with worried wondering, we 
can be confident that God is never not working all things for our good. 
So as we enter into this Advent season, my prayer for us all is that we will be mindful of the 
blessing of God’s fulfilled promise in and through Jesus Christ. 
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Father, we thank You for your work as you fulfilled Your promise in Your time for our redeemer 
Jesus to arrive in order to do the redemptive work You had planned for him from the foundation of 
the world. When we succumb to the doubts of Your work in our own lives and situations, help us to 
be mindful that You are always at work for our good and Your glory. Amen

[It has been a pleasure to put this compilation of words and art together from our members 
for our members. I thank each of you who willingly contributed and I send a heartfelt “call” 
to all of my brothers and sisters at St. Luke to let me know if you would be willing to share 
your talents with others in future publications.]

Amy Ward

Painting by Maudie Huff
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2022
PSALM 33:22

"Let your steadfast love, oh LORD, be upon us, even as we hope in you."

Hope is a wonderful feeling, especially when we can trust that what we are hoping for will actually 
happen.  Biblical hope is a feeling of expectation, with CERTAINTY, that God keeps His promises, 
and it is  the centerpiece of the three theological virtues:  faith, hope, and love. 

Hope has been defined in Baker's Evangelical Dictionary as "trusting in, waiting for, or desiring 
something beneficial in the future."   It is a word used by poets, philosophers and composers from 
the beginning of our language, and it is a constantly repeated word in the Holy Bible upon which 
we place our faith and confidence.  And hope is found in the promises that God gives us.

Hope, love, and faith have clear and close connections, and while we are warned against placing 
our faith in some things, we can be confident that God is the only true object of our hope and 
love.  Hope is about waiting, not for change in circumstance but for God, Himself, with confident 
expectation, and a life lived with Christ.   As stated in Hebrews 11:1 - "Faith is the substance of 
things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen," and through our faith we can have complete 
confidence.

Hope is a lovely word. It carries no doubt.  It is the foundation of our lives because we believe God 
keeps his promises.  Hope is connected with patient endurance, for when we hope for something 
we must wait patiently for it.  Christianity.com explained the difference between faith and hope in 
this way:

“Faith and hope go hand in hand--one cannot be had without the other.  If we have no faith then we 
have no hope.  Yet, when we have faith in God, that faith generates a hope that tells us what our 
future holds. We trust in His promises and know they will come to pass.”

Our Father, we thank you for the many blessings that you have given us, even without our asking. 
We are grateful for your love that never fails, for families and friends, and for good health and 
safety from harm. And we praise you for the joy of knowing that you are our Savior, our Friend, 
and our eternal Hope. Amen

Rosemarie Ward
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2022
PSALM 130:7

 “O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 
and with him is plentiful redemption.”

Advent represents a time of waiting in expectation and preparation for what is to come. We mainly 
think of Advent during the Christmas season as we prepare to celebrate that one holy night long ago 
when Jesus was born.  However, I want to invite you to be mindful of Advent in all seasons, not 
just in the Christmas season, as we anticipate and prepare for the second coming of Jesus. We live 
in hope of what is yet to come. As Christians, we can withstand the difficulties of life here on earth 
because of this hope. We can endure hard times and hard situations by looking ahead with hope of 
what God has promised and what He will fulfill. Many ask what you should do when everything 
seems to fall apart…hope. What should you do when there seems to be no answer and no help in 
sight…hope. What should you do when it seems that God is silent and you are alone…hope. 

Scripture tells us that God is “The God 
of Hope” and our scripture reading today 
links hope with love and redemption. 
It is the light when everything around 
us seems dark and it is the good when 
everything around us seems bad. Hope 
is our life jacket that can always keep us 
afloat. I encourage you to try living in 
hope of what we as Christians have ahead 
of us in eternity, no matter what you are 
facing in the present here on earth.

Dear God of Hope, 
Thank you for loving us enough to 
give us hope of what is to come as we 
wade through life on earth. We wait 
in expectation and anticipation of the 
return of your son Jesus so that we may 
be united in eternity with you. Help us 
to remember during difficult times and 
times of despair that we can look ahead 
in hope because you are a God of love 
and redemption. Help us to carry Advent 
in our hearts and minds throughout the 
year in all seasons.  We love you Lord! 
Amen
                                         Susan Graham

Pottery bowl by Sallie Martin
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 2022
  ISAIAH 8:17

“I will wait for the LORD, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, 
and I will hope in him.”

 
While Isaiah has a complex literary design, Isaiah's message is two-fold: Israel’s rebellion will 
come at a cost, but there will be hope by fulfilling God’s covenant promises. God would send a 
future King who would come from the line of David (2 Samuel 7); He would lead Israel's obedience 
to follow the laws of the covenant (Exodus 19) and ultimately that God’s blessings would flow to 
all the nations as God promised to Abraham (Genesis 12).  It was this hope that compelled Isaiah 
to speak out against the darkness in Israel at that time.

When life gets dark within and around us, it is easy to be discouraged. Pain and anxiety that disrupt 
our lives can take us to a dark place. Feelings of fear and doubt can creep into our thoughts and 
create a sense of hopelessness. We need constant reminders that the Advent season is a time of 
hope. The original hope was for God's Messiah to usher in God's reign on earth and heal the rift 
between God and humanity. As followers of Jesus, we believe this hope is found in Jesus and must 
fight to practice gratitude.

Today, he lives in us through the presence of his Spirit. Indeed, as Paul emphasizes in his letter 
to the Colossians, Christ in us is the hope of glory. Through him, we have already tasted God's 
glorious future in the present. Advent challenges us to live in the present moment and be content in 
waiting. We can begin to share this hope wherever we find hurt and discouragement. We ask God 
to give us the words that will bring light and hope to those who walk in darkness. We invite God to 
comfort the hurting through our own caring presence. We find ways for our everyday work to bring 
light into dark places.

As we seek to be a sign of Advent hope for others, we discover our own lives are filled with God's 
fresh possibilities. As we make God known to others, we realize that Christ in us is indeed the hope 
of glory, and Christ in us is enough. Choose to be a person of hope today. Think of a way you can 
bring hope to someone who is discouraged. After you have acted on this intention, reflect on the 
effects of this hope-giving action on your own life.

Heavenly Father, thank you for the hope we have in you. May we remember that hope in this Advent 
season, especially when we find ourselves in seasons of doubt and hurt. Amen 

 Derek Hay
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2022
LAMENTATIONS 3:21-24

“But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  

‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul, ‘therefore I will hope in him.’”    

The word “lament” means a passionate expression of grief or sorrow or disappointment.  The book 
of Lamentations was written during one of the most difficult times in Israel’s history after Babylon 
had captured Jerusalem and destroyed the temple.  Most of the people had been taken into captivity 
and were living as exiles in a foreign land.
  
The key passage in Lamentations is written 
above.  The verse that precedes this passage 
states the emotion the children of Israel 
were experiencing – “my soul is downcast 
within me.”  Even though it seemed that the 
Lord had forsaken and abandoned his people 
because of their rebellious ways, the writer 
of Lamentations says, BUT . . . I still have 
hope.  Hope that God would forgive their 
sins and restore them to a right relationship 
with Him.

This kind of hope, evident in the middle 
of sadness and suffering, only comes when 
we remember (call to mind) that God has 
assured us of his steadfast love that never 
ends (even when it’s not easy to “feel” God’s 
presence during a difficult time).  God’s 
mercies are new every morning – which 
means each day when we wake up, we have 
another opportunity to experience God’s 
grace and compassion, and we have another 
chance to be reconciled to God and to one 
another.  His faithfulness – his fidelity and 
loyalty to us throughout every situation and 
circumstance – is beyond human comprehension.

From the beginning of creation, there was a “plan” for our redemption and salvation.  Throughout 
the Old Testament narrative, we have stories of people clinging to the hope that God would one 
day deliver His people.  They had hope in the promise of the Messiah.  Today, as Christians, we 
realize the fulfillment of that hope in Jesus Christ. The most powerful demonstration we have of 
God’s faithfulness is in the sacrifice of His one and only Son.  Jesus was willing to go to the cross 
(in obedience to God the Father) in order to save us from the penalty and the power of sin.

Painted tile by Lisa Marie Ming
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One of my favorite hymns is “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”  Pay attention to the words in this great 
hymn (which are based on these verses from Lamentations): Great is thy faithfulness, O God my 
Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee; thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, sun, moon, 
and stars in their courses above join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, 
mercy, and love.  Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and 
to guide; strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, with ten thousand 
beside!  Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

God our Father, the source of our hope, help us “call to mind” your steadfast love and your 
abundant mercy.  Use these days of Advent preparation to draw us near to you so we can proclaim 
with the writer of Lamentations, “Great is your faithfulness!”  In the name of your Son Jesus, our 
Savior, we pray. Amen                                                                                                         Mary Pat Beckum

Photography by Rob Ward
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022
MATTHEW 12:18-21

“Behold, my servant whom I have chosen, my beloved with whom my soul is well pleased. 
I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles. He will not
quarrel or cry aloud, nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets; a bruised reed he

will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not quench, until he brings 
justice to victory; and in his name the Gentiles will hope.”

One of my favorite Christmas carols is "Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus.” The words written by 
Charles Wesley beautifully describe our sense of expectation and hope for a Savior:

Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

In this hymn, we put ourselves back into the place of the Israelites, hoping for God to send a king 
who would bring freedom, strength, and consolation. Yet, we also sing this song as people who 
know that Jesus was the promised Messiah, that He came to set us free from our sins, that He is 
the desire of every nation, not just the Jewish people. Because we understand that His work on 
earth is not finished, we hope for the time when Christ will return, establishing fully and finally the 
kingdom of God.

Christ is truly our only hope. In Him alone is our source of salvation. He alone is the way, the truth 
and the life, and only through Him can we access the Father. As another favorite hymn declares, 
“My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. I dare not trust the sweetest 
frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.” Hope is found in the name of Jesus. And we need not wait 
for the second coming to find our hope. He is Immanuel, God with us, today. We can wholly lean on 
and place our hope in Jesus today. There is nothing more peaceful and hopeful than to know God’s 
constant presence and attention is with us now.

In Advent, we long for the second coming of Christ and for the fullness of the kingdom. Yet, in 
our yearning we also open our hearts to Him, inviting Him to fill us and use us through the power 
of His Spirit. As we pray, “Come, Thou long expected Jesus,” we are asking Him to come into our 
hearts afresh, rule over us and be our hope today so that we might serve Him in everything we do.
Dear God, our one true hope comes only from the belief in your Son, Jesus Christ, and His promise 
of eternal life. It is through your power and might that we live in the abundance of hope for the 
future. For this, we thank you, and humbly accept this wonderful gift of love. Amen

Rob Ward
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2022
ROMANS 5:2

“Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.”  

On a very dark summer night, my granddaughter and I sat outside looking up at the stars.  We 
marveled at how the sky was lit up with millions of stars that night. We talked about how dark the 
night would be if there were no stars providing light and how afraid we would be if there was only 
darkness.  

The story of the creation says that God separated light from darkness, calling the light day and the 
darkness night.  However, even in the darkness, God created sources of light.  Did you ever wonder 
why God created the stars which we can only see at night?

Long ago, travelers navigated their way through the land and sea by the guidance of the stars. They 
were able to find hope and direction from the stars and thus were able to find their way. God also 
sent the star of Bethlehem to guide the wise men to the birthplace of Jesus.  The wise men knew 
that it would guide them to the One who was the true Light of the world.

Stars can remind us of God’s love shining through for us even in the darkest of times in our lives 
here on earth.  It is on the darkest of nights that the stars shine the brightest. Even though the stars 
themselves hold no promise, they symbolize the One who does.  I believe God has set the stars in 
the sky as a reminder that darkness cannot overtake us and that He will always give us light and 
hope into dark situations.

As we glance at the stars in the night sky during this Advent season, may we do so with the 
expectant hope of the Light of the world being kindled within us and the knowledge that it will 
guide us to eternal life if we follow it. Jesus is the Light of the world!  To God be the Glory!

As we place a star upon our tree, may we remember that a star placed in the darkness of the night 
announced the arrival of our King. We then can know and experience the absolute certain hope of 
participating in the glory of God forever if we too follow the star.

Loving Father, we rejoice in the understanding that the hope you have set before us is grounded on 
Your faithful promises. Hope will always overcome the darkness and Your love will always see us 
through. May we open our eyes to see Jesus, Your shining light of hope during this blessed Advent 
season.  In Your Holy name, we pray.  Amen

Kay Denes
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2022
EPHESIANS 2:12-13

“Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ.”

This Advent devotional scripture begins with a word that describes what this season is about probably 
as well as any other that we could choose. It is a time for us to “remember”, to intentionally remind 
ourselves what Christmas is about. Certainly we each have strong memories of family traditions, 
meals together, and gift giving on Christmas morning, but this verse calls us to remember what God 
has done for us. We were “separated” from Christ, “alienated” (excluded) from the commonwealth 
(community) of Israel, to whom the word of God and His promises were given, and “strangers” to 
the “covenants of promise”. 

In Genesis 12, God promises Abram (Abraham) that “in you all the families of the earth will be 
blessed”, looking forward to his descendant, Jesus, the Messiah, Savior of the world. And God’s 
promise through Jeremiah 31, “…I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel…I will put 
My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people… for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”

Before God saves us and we come to know the truth of these promises for ourselves, that they are 
for us, we have “no hope”. Ephesians 2:1 and following says that “you were dead in your trespasses 
and sins…and were by nature children of wrath”, and “without God in the world”. And then we 
have two of the most wonderful “but” statements ever made! Ephesians 2:4 says, “But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in our 
transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved)”. Ephesians 
2:1 reads, “But now in Christ Jesus you who were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ.” 

Advent is a time when we “remember” that “the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 
saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14.) And 
we “remember” that He came in the flesh to die for our sins so that “by grace you have been saved 
through faith” (Eph. 2:8) in His finished work on the cross, and have been given the wonderful hope 
of eternal life. 
This is what we need to remember in Advent, and always. “Now may the God of hope fill you with 
all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit” 
(Romans 15:13). 

Father, in this Advent season and always, fill us with joy in remembering Your precious and 
magnificent promises, and the wonderful hope we have in Jesus our Savior. Amen

Steve Butler
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022
LEVITICUS 22:21

“And when anyone offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD to fulfill a vow
or as a freewill offering from the herd or from the flock, to be accepted it must

be perfect; here shall be no blemish in it.”

Sacrifice, no blemish….perfect.

The Old Testament book of Leviticus is devoted to how Israel 
was to deal with sin and impurity so that the holy LORD 
could dwell in the midst of the people.  These sacrifices were 
a way for God to live with sinful people in peace. Rules 
stated that both the offerings and the priest that presented the 
offerings must be without blemish to be acceptable.

What if today you and I were striving to find the perfect 
sacrifice to make peace with God?  What if we had to search 
our flocks and herds for an animal without blemish to deal 
with our sin situation?  I, for one would be in trouble since 
I have no flocks or herds in Midtown Columbus, Georgia.  
What if the only way we, a sinful people, could live in peace 
with God was to offer up blood sacrifices for our sin?  ….and 
we had to do this over and over…

Praise be to God for providing the perfect sacrifice, 
His Son Jesus Christ. 

Worthy is the lamb who was slain!

Remember 1 Peter 19:19 says, “You were ransomed with the precious blood of Christ, like that of 
a lamb without blemish or spot.”

Lord, you are the perfect sacrifice. We offer up praise and thanks to you.  Thank you for paying the 
price for our sin on the cross.  Lord, I pray that by our lives and how we live them that you would 
be magnified and that you would enable us to spread the fragrance of Christ in this world.  

Suzanne McCluskey

Photography by Amy Ward
Pulpit at John Wesley’s Chapel

London, England



14

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022
PSALM 29:11

“May the LORD give strength to his people!  May the LORD bless his people with peace!”

The approach of every Advent season reminds me of the fall of 1989. George H.W. Bush was 
President and a day of reckoning with Iraq was on the horizon.  The Soviet Empire unraveled, and 
the Berlin Wall fell in November. There was a lot of unrest going on in the world.  It was not exactly 
a time of peace.

There was a lot going on in the Beckum 
family in the fall of 1989 as well. Mary Pat 
and I had just learned we would become 
parents (by adoption) of a baby to be born 
sometime around Christmas. It was a time of 
joyful anticipation and busy preparation and, 
quite honestly, some “fear and unrest” as we 
realized the life we’d known for the previous 
twelve years was about to change drastically.  
The season of Advent took on a whole new 
meaning for us that year.

In his gospel, Luke tells the story of a young 
woman named Mary who received a message 
from the angel Gabriel that she had been 
chosen to conceive God’s Son, give birth to 
him, and raise him.  She felt a sense of great 
fear as she tried to discern what God was 
calling her to do.  Luke also reminds us of 
John the Baptist’s sobering call to prepare 
for the coming of the Lord. John calls for a 
repentance of sin that is so powerful it straightens the crooked paths, fills in the valley, brings down 
the mountain and smooths out the rough stretches, removing every impediment for the coming of 
God into our lives. And why? “So that all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” Luke knew there 
was a lot going on in his world at that time. Tiberius was Emperor. Pontius Pilate was Governor. 
Herod was King. Annas and Caiaphas were Co-High Priests.  It was a time of social, political, and 
religious unrest. There was a lot of fear and not much peace.  And it was into that world, at just the 
right time that God sent his Son to be born as a human being and to provide the path for salvation 
and peace.  It was the fulfillment of God’s redemptive plan to save the world.
 
In the fall of 2022, we are again living in a turbulent time.  There is fear of what will happen in the 
future that our children and grandchildren will inherit.  There is fear of a society that is losing its 
moral compass.  There is fear of nuclear power in the hands of unstable leaders and governments.  
And, yet, from the days of the Psalmist to the present day, Jesus is the source of strength and peace 
for those who trust in Him. 

Photography by Amy Ward
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2022
ISAIAH 9:7

“Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.”

As I ponder this passage, I think about the numerous political ads we are exposed to as people 
run for public office. There are promises candidates agree to keep. There are mudslinging tactics 
used in attempts to prove worth of one candidate over another. Even as elected officials take office, 
pollsters set out to show the public’s disapproval rating of that official within a few days.

There is not much peace in this process. It is all wearisome as we grow tired of the politics, the 
politicians, and the news sources that we follow. Another promise broken seems to be the main 
message.

We pray to be able to trust our government and our politicians and we should pray for these things 
and these people. But, ultimately, we will be disappointed in them all if our only source of peace 
is them. It can reveal a hard truth about ourselves: we are not ultimately trusting in the One whose 
government will never end but increases and where peace not only prevails but multiplies! God is 
our ultimate Promise Keeper and it is in Him where our trust should lie.

This peaceful kingdom promised by God through Isaiah in the headline verse above will be ruled 
by none other than the Messiah, Jesus Christ. He will put his shoulder into the work of fulfilling 
what God has appointed him to do for this established kingdom that will never end because he will 
never end.

It will be a peaceable kingdom in keeping with this Prince of Peace. None of his subjects shall ever 
have cause to complain. Not one approval rating will be tallied. Not one grumbling subject will 
make his case known because there will be no need for it. 

So as frustrating and difficult as our days on earth are as we desire peace, to those who believe in 
God through Jesus Christ, we have no need to worry about the eternal kingdom and so we continue 
to pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.”

Father God, we do pray for your kingdom to come and your will to be done. Until we are safely 
together with you, allow us to bring your heaven to earth by shining the light on Jesus Christ the 
promised Messiah who has come and who will come again to claim all who belong to him. Amen
 

Amy Ward

Heavenly Father, by your grace and spirit, prepare me to receive your gift of a Savior anew this 
Advent. Give me your peace that passes understanding so that I can be a person of courage and 
boldness to do what you have called me to do, at this time and in this place.  Amen

Robert Beckum
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2022
ISAIAH 52:7

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim 
peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’”

In this passage, Isaiah is looking forward in time to the Babylonian Captivity, when Jerusalem 
would be lying desolate. Isaiah speaks urgently to the Jews, telling them to wake up (Isaiah 52:1–
2). As in the past, as captives in Egypt, they had known God’s punishment (verses 3–6). But soon 
they would know His salvation.

Isaiah prophetically sees the messengers bringing their joyous good news to a sad and forsaken 
land.  After a long, weary time of seeing Jerusalem in ruins, news would finally come of Judah’s 
redemption. The prophet could even now see the bearers of the news running on the Judean 
mountainsides! Peace and salvation were on the way! God was going to set His people free from 
captivity through the defeat of Babylon by the Persian king Cyrus. The Jews would be able to 
rebuild their fallen city and restore the temple.

Nearly one thousand years later, the apostle Paul described similar messengers who proclaim peace 
and salvation in Jesus Christ using the words written in Isaiah. In Romans 10:15, Paul wrote “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”  Just as Judah celebrated the good news 
of deliverance from their enemies in the Old Testament, so we today rejoice in the good news of 
salvation in Jesus Christ, who sets us free from captivity to sin. 

Painting by Barbara Marks
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While reading what theologians had to say about this verse, I came to understand that the scripture 
in Isaiah and Romans refers not to the appearance of the feet, but to their action. The apostle Paul 
taught Christians to put on the full armor of God as a spiritual defense against the dark forces of 
evil (Ephesians 6:10–13). He described one piece of the armor “as shoes for your feet, having put 
on the readiness given by the gospel of peace” (Ephesians 6:15). Paul most likely had the words of 
Isaiah in mind here:
 

To be appropriately equipped with God’s armor means
 being ready and willing to share the gospel of peace with those who need salvation.

The Gospel message – the Good News about Jesus Christ – is the truth that we possess! We carry 
around this unspeakably precious treasure in our jars-of-clay bodies (2 Corinthians 4:7).  Why do 
we shrink from sharing the truth that we possess? We cringe at the thought of rejection. We worry 
that we can’t quote chapter and verse. We think someone stronger and smarter will be better for the 
job. But the treasure inside speaks otherwise.  We mingle with people every day who are desperate 
for a cure for the sin that has ravaged their lives. They strain for a glimmer of hope. They seek a 
truth that will change their world and deliver them from certain death.  

During this Advent season, open up the treasure box! Bring the good news! Proclaim peace! 
Bring glad testimony of the good things that God has done for you! Proclaim His salvation! Be a 
messenger with beautiful feet who proclaim the Good News!  The truth that you possess is the truth 
that changes the world!

May the Lord give you His peace through your ever increasing awareness of His perfect love, 
amazing grace and undeserved mercy. And may the Holy Spirit empower you to be His witness to 
all the world, to proclaim that our God reigns!                                                              

John Martin

Cards created by Katherine Cartwright



18

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2022
ISAIAH 26:12

“O LORD, you will ordain peace for us; you have done for us all our works.”

Have you ever been going through a rough time? You have prayed about a situation, but you just 
can’t seem to have peace about it.  Doubts keep coming up so you just pray harder for God’s 
guidance. You seek out guidance from others which sometimes make you doubt the situation, or it 
may give you the support that you need. You continually pray to God for help and peace.

God, by His Spirit, creates peace—He causes it to happen—and He creates it in you.

I’m not just talking about peace with God. The peace He creates in you is peace of mind, a peace 
that springs up and flows within, healing, stabilizing, building confidence.

When you have such peace, you stop trying to play God. You stop trying to solve your problems 
and everyone else’s. You stop playing over in your mind what might happen, what fearful thing 
might come to pass.

Instead, you bring every thought into captivity. 
You can do this because you stand in the peace 
God has created in you. You begin to trust and 
accept His love and you start believing the 
promises of His Word.

During this Advent season may the birth of 
the Christ child create in you a greater flow of 
God’s peace. His peace will come to you when 
you yield all to Him. Then the Lord will bring 
forth His peace.

True peace can’t be faked; the world recognizes 
it when it is in someone. The Holy Spirit will 
make His peace in your life known to those 
around you. It won’t be your peace that speaks 
to them, but the Spirit’s. It will move them, 
causing them to ask you for prayer, prayer that 
will touch them and bring healing.

Heavenly Father, I pray that You would keep my feet planted on the Rock of my salvation.  Help me 
to walk in the way of righteousness, for your name’s sake and for Your greater glory.  Thank you 
for the prophetic writings that remind me of the importance of looking to You, moment by moment, 
day by day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.                    
                                                
Loretta Dunbar

Painting by Lin Albrecht
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2022
EPHESIANS 2:14

“For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh 
the dividing wall of hostility…”

In Advent we look forward to Christ coming again and we celebrate the grace, mercy, and forgiveness 
we received from His first coming. 

Today, the focus is driven by a period of social activities and a media driven frenzy to look for that 
perfect gift, oh and let us not forget that reciprocal gift to someone who presented us with a gift. 
There is no question as to why we overlook the perfect giver and the perfect gift. God, from His 
abundant love, gave us his son to bring us from the darkness of sin into peace.

Peace is an elusive thing to grasp, managing to slip from us moments after we think we have a good 
hold. Why is this? It is because we are seeking peace as defined by the world which is focused on 
me, myself, and I. It is a world in which we do something expecting something in return.

Paul in his letter to the Ephesians tells us “For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups 
into one and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall.” (2:14) My personal experience is we 
are all looking for peace, but we are looking in the wrong place. True peace can only be found by 
accepting the call of Christ as our Lord and Savior by reaching out in faith, and by doing so, we can 
claim with certainty God’s promises. 

Paul makes it clear in the verse from Ephesians that Christ breaks down the wall which divides us, a 
wall which prevents us from achieving peace. As Christians we have a commonality, Christ, which 
rises above anything which can divide us. When we have Christ, I mean really hold Him within us, 
at the very core of who we are (in our heart), He instructs us to observe and respond to those around 
us with brotherly love. Not just those we like, but also to those we do not. 

Tom VanderPloeg defines peace this way, “Peace is more than simply the absence of conflict; it is 
the active presence of God which results in the flourishing of His creation.”

Shalom.

Let us join in this prayer from the communion liturgy: “By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we 
feast at his heavenly banquet.” Amen

Marc Reid
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2022
2 THESSALONIANS 3:16

“Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. 
The Lord be with you all.”

Growing up as a child of the sixties, “peace signs” were a dominant part of my world.  They were 
displayed on bumper stickers, in locker rooms, and all over our notebooks.  My sixth grade teacher, 
Mr. Stovall, would flash the “peace sign” (index and middle fingers in the shape of a “V”, originally 
used to represent victory in WWII) as we were walking down the hall.  He was cool, and those 
peace signs were cool.

Paul wrote his second letter to the church at Thessalonica because they had some misunderstandings 
and were experiencing conflict and discord within the congregation.  Conflict presents itself in 
many ways – in Thessalonica it was within the church. In our own lives, we also see conflict 
between friends, families, communities, countries, in the work place, and even internally, within 
ourselves.  In this case, Paul responds and gives the Thessalonican church guidance and advice to 
help them work together toward a resolution.  He then closes with our scripture passage for today, 
praying for God’s peace “at all times in every way”.

What a beautiful way to close a letter - 
with a blessing of peace for a troubled 
congregation.  Paul understood the 
value of peace.  No matter what the 
conflict is, peace is cool.

Dear God, thank you for your word and 
your people.  Please be with us each 
day and help us to work peacefully 
with each other to accomplish your will 
throughout the world.  Help us to be 
your ambassadors of peace.

 Kelly Pridgen

Photograph by Maudie Huff
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022
PSALM 35:27

“Let those who delight in my righteousness shout for joy and be glad and say forevermore, 
"Great is the Lord, who delights in the welfare of his servant!"

I looked in a Bible Concordance to see how many listings I could find for the word joy.  I stopped 
counting at 100.  There were many more. Webster defines joy as "a state of happiness." Synonyms 
are listed as "pleasure, delight or mirth."

When I think of the word joy I think of something deeper than happiness or mirth. Joy to me is 
more exuberant and deeper. I remember a time when my outward world was crumbling around me. 
Because of my job and my family I had to function. Some days functioning took all my energy.  Yet 
I remember that in the midst of those days, usually when I needed it the most, a line from a favorite 
hymn or a particularly meaningful word of Scripture would come to mind and
I would be reminded of being a child of God and that I was not alone.  The promise of God's 
presence and guidance would be with me and I would get through this time and emerge a stronger 
person.  In the midst of all circumstances, we can rejoice in the presence of God.

As we journey through Advent we will encounter lots of  "temporary joy" in the midst of preparations 
and activities but we can take time each day to find eternal joy by listening for God's voice and 
studying His word. We can find joy in the promise of the coming Messiah.  The words of the 
psalmist in today's passage should remind us to take time each day to “rejoice in the greatness of 
our GOD.”

Loving Father, may we rejoice in this season of Advent. Fill us with Your love and joy. Send us forth 
to spread that love and joy wherever we are. For the blessings of this day we are thankful. Amen

                                                                                                                                                  Mary Bass
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2022
PSALM 32:11

“Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!”

Retired Bishop Mike Watson often responds to good news with “oh what JOY, glory hallelujah!” 
So, what is joy? Delight, jubilation, triumph, exultation are words that can be substituted if it helps 
understand the scripture. Addressing his fellow believers, David calls upon them to be glad in the 
LORD. This is different than merely being "happy," as the emphasis here is on a trusting obedience 
to God. 

If I understand the blessing of God's forgiveness, then it should result in intense joy. Even when 
I find myself in extremely grim times, I sometimes look around and become sad but when I look 
up to the LORD I become glad and shout for joy. Joy is not selfish but should be shared by giving 
expression, shouting, singing of your joy. Do not let it remain in your heart.

What about being upright in heart?  Be 
sincere in your confession of sin, and 
in your desires to secure God’s favor. 
The upright in heart have occasion for 
joy because God will show himself 
merciful as they confess their sin. He 
did to the psalmist when He made 
confession of sin. The experience of 
the psalmist recorded in this psalm, 
should be an encouragement to all 
who are burdened with a sense of sin. 

Warned by his experience, we 
should not attempt to conceal 
our transgressions in our bosom, 
but should go at once, as he was 
constrained at last to go, and make 
full and free confession to God. In 
doing so, we will find God is not slow 

to pardon and therefore, we can fill our hearts with peace and our lips with praise. A dear friend 
recently said to me, “the Psalms were not written about us, but for us.” During this time of Advent, 
take a moment to remember Jesus was in the garden of Eden, in Bethlehem when Mary gave birth, 
and He is ever present and among today. Oh, what JOY, glory halleluiah! With Joy, thanks be to 
God!

Jesus, I want to love like you, forgive like you and be forgiven for the sins I have committed. Bring 
me closer to You so I can be the follower I need to be. Pull me in closer and show me how to share 
the joy, glory hallelujah! Amen

Kermit Griner

Painting by Sallie Martin
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2022
ISAIAH 29:19

 “The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the LORD, and the poor among mankind 
shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.”

Have you ever planted seeds?  It can be so gratifying to see them sprout and grow into thriving, 
healthy plants.  Advent isn’t the normal season to plant seeds, but we recognize the Seed of Abraham, 
Jesus Christ our Messiah.  Isaiah the Prophet authored the Messianic prophecies around 700 B.C. 
to give hope to believers as he unfolded God’s promise of future blessings through the Messiah.

Advent is a time of worshipful expectation of a celebration of the birth of our Messiah.  I was 
honored a few years ago to teach a Sunday School class at SafeHouse; a class called “Friends” who 
were mostly homeless and all very poor.  I introduced many to the Advent Wreath.  As we lit the 
candles for hope, peace, joy, and love throughout Advent I noticed the rapt attention and the hope 
reflected in the eyes of the Friends.  We ended with the white Christ candle. The love for Christ 
permeated the room. Surely they knew that Christ came to preach “good news” to the poor and 
to “release the oppressed.” They identified with their Messiah and came bringing the Christ Child 
their gifts of meekness and worship; their gifts of love and their hope for abundant lives through 
Jesus.

Imagine their delight when they received a small Christmas gift to celebrate the hope within us.  
One of the Friends told the class that he had never received a Christmas gift.  He lingered over 
the pretty package and opened the gift gently.  It didn’t matter to him what was inside.  What did 
matter is that someone loved him enough to give him a gift, a gift representing God’s love for us in 
sending His Son to give us hope for an eternity spent with our Lord.  Do we open Christmas gifts 
with such thoughts? Watching the Friends open their gifts was a humbling experience.  What Child 
is this Who brought us the best gift of all?  So many times the poor and humble teach us about the 
most important issues of faith.  Jesus loves us all no matter our stations in life.  May His love in our 
hearts spill over this Advent season so everyone can know that they can receive the brightest, most 
beautiful, most valuable gift ever given – eternal life with our Lord.  Merry Christmas!!

Lord Jesus, give us humble hearts to appreciate afresh Your promise to all believers. Your willingness 
to come live among humans and teach us about trusting that You are One with God opened the 
door to Heaven and everlasting life with You.  Forgive us when we get caught up in the holiday 
expectations and forget the significance of that promise. May all persons feel the hope and peace 
that come only through lives dedicated to Your service.  Amen

Sandi Hortman
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022
MATTHEW 2:10-11

“When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, 

and they fell down and worshiped
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts,

gold and frankincense and myrrh.”
       
Let us ponder the star and stable.

The wisemen of old lived in the tension between the star and the stable. It was the star which 
brought them to the stable, and when they saw it “they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.” It had 
been the object of their search. But they came to discover that the star was not the source of greatest 
joy. That joy was found inside the stable (the house) where they saw the “child”, the long awaited 
Messiah, the “promised one” with  his mother.  They fell down and worshiped him, “and opening 
their treasures  they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.”

We also live in the tension between the star and the stable. At times we have too much star, at other 
times too much stable. The STAR, the unusual, the unknown that which we do not fully understand, 
captures our attention (The Virgin birth, the Incarnation). At other times, the STABLE, a Savior 
born in such simple surroundings in order that He could walk the paths we are walking, causes us 
to wonder if he is truly God.

The truth is that the star and the stable are part of each other. Together we come to see the complete 
story of God coming to be with us. Follow the star because it leads to the stable. But the star is not 
the object of our worship. It leads us to the Messiah, the Savior of mankind! When we come to 
know him, we too will fall down and worship him, and like the wisemen of old, we will bring to 
him our most precious gifts, including the gift of ourselves, the gifts he desires most of all.

Eternal God, as we move through this season of Advent and prepare to receive the Christ child 
anew in our hearts at Christmastime, may we share the journey with others following the star. 
Enable us to know that the star is not the object of our worship. When the star comes to rest over 
the stable, we too must go inside to worship the King. Amen

                                                                                                 Dick  Reese
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2022
LUKE 1:44-45

“As soon as I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped for joy. Happy is she who 
believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he made to her.”

What brings you joy? Weddings, baptisms, a beautiful sunset, birth of a child, a blooming flower or 
the wind in your face as you ride? As Christians true joy is in knowing what is to come. All other 
is temporary but joy in the Lord is life-fulfilling. Waiting with joy in the secure knowledge that we 
believe that the Lord will do what He promised, brings the only joy that can be found through Him.  
May we be faithful to the promise, as the stage is set for the birth of Jesus Christ. There will be joy 
in the morning…if we are faithful while we wait in anticipation.

Heavenly Father, We long for joy in our hearts. We give thanks that in your presence there is fullness 
of joy and  through you our joy is made complete. As we wait in anticipation…may we receive the 
joy that is waiting for us. Guide us, hold our hand so that we may live in Your perfect will. We pray 
Holy Spirit that You will wrap our hearts in joy and let our lives allow joy in You to shine.
It is in your Holy name we pray. Amen

Donna Kemp

Oyster shell nativity by Melinda Ward
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2022
LUKE 24:51-53

“While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into the heaven.
Dand they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 

and were continually in the temple blessing God.”

Joy is an interesting word. I feel like it gets tossed around haphazardly. Too often, happiness and 
joy are confused for each other. What is the difference? Happiness is a fleeting emotion that can 
easily be affected by the circumstances of our lives. Joy is altogether different. It is marked by an 
inner peace and contentment that is not easily shaken by the vagaries of life here in a broken world. 
In this passage from the end of Luke’s gospel, the disciples are described as having great joy after 
Jesus ascends into heaven. Why were the disciples filled with great joy in this situation? Their 
beloved leader, teacher, and friend just departed from them. It was not too long since they each had 
scattered in despair when Jesus was arrested, tried, and crucified on the cross. Where did they find 
the inner peace and contentment that led to great joy?

I believe the answer to this pivotal question can be found in the disciples’ past, present, and future. 
They were very familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures, our Old Testament. While reading Bible 
Recap this year, I have noticed how many references there are in the Old Testament to God’s plan 
for humanity’s redemption and restoration. So many people hang on to the heretical notion that the 
God of the Old Testament was mean and vengeful. Nothing could be further from the truth. The 
scriptures repeatedly point to God’s plan to send a savior to rescue us from our sins and restore 
right relationship with Him. God promised never to leave or forsake His people (Deuteronomy 
31:6). The disciples’ present at the time, while turbulent and frightening, was marked by Jesus’ 
miraculous resurrection from the dead. Jesus had promised them multiple times that this would 
happen. The fact that it had actually come to pass must have been a reassuring confirmation that 
God does what He promises. What about the disciples’ future? How did they find great joy in the 
midst of Jesus’ departure? That answer lies in an earlier verse (Luke 24:49). Jesus said, “I am going 
to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.” Jesus is referencing the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost to serve as 
the disciples’ comforter and advocate. The promise of the Holy Spirit allowed the disciples to feel 
confident that they would not be left alone in their spiritual journey. Their joy was made great in 
the faithfulness of God the Father, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, and the promise of the 
perpetual power of the Holy Spirit. 

As we celebrate Advent and the coming of Jesus into this world, we can have that same great joy 
in our lives. Our personal happiness is not always guaranteed, but God’s promises can give us joy 
realizing that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord!

Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of your son Jesus and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
Help us to have the same great joy the disciples had even when the circumstances of our lives might 
lead to trials and tribulations. Please don’t let us trade temporary happiness for the great joy that 
comes from trusting in your promises. In Jesus’s name, Amen. 

Rob Cartwright
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2022
1 PETER 1:8-9

“Though you have not seen him, you love him.  Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining

the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

We are now in the third week of Advent 2022.  We are applying hope, practicing peace, and 
experiencing joy, all leading to the love of God the Father of Christ Jesus and our Lord and Savior.  
We have not seen Him, yet we have joy in knowing through study and faith, that he lives and will 
fulfill his promise to reserve a place with him in glory for each one who believes.

We may never be able to affirm our immense gratitude to our Savior for all the blessings he lavishes 
upon us.  Yet, expressions of joy in everyday things do not go unnoticed by our Father.  We witness 
or experience joy through various encounters: laughter with friends and family, a child's first steps, 
the giggle of a surprise, an unexpected pleasure like a cool morning breeze, an answer to a prayer 
both small, like finding a parking space at the grocery, or major, as in improvement in illness of 
someone we love. The list can go on and on. God finds favor and encourages recognition when true 
joy is in praise to God.
   
In Psalms 95:1; 98:4; Hebrews 3:18 and other Bible verses we read that God encourages his 
followers to show joy with outward expressions. In the Old Testament and the New Testament 
God expresses pleasure in hearing praise as we sing joyously and make happy joyful sounds with 
musical instruments or whatever makes a joyful sound to show our joy in salvation.

As children, youth and adults at any age we delightfully sing,  “I’ve got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy down 
in my heart!” with deep gratitude.  And yes, we witness also, as we sing with gusto, “Joy to the 
world, the Lord is come, let earth receive her king!”

Thank you Holy God, our heavenly Father, for giving your son, Jesus Christ, who offers to us the 
gift of salvation. We express with joy our gratitude to you for your gifts to us. Help us to witness to 
others with joy.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen.

Joan Dickson
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2022
2 SAMUEL 22:51

“Great salvation he brings to his king, and shows steadfast love to his anointed, 
to David and his offspring forever.”

Former St. Luke pastor, Dr. Hal Brady was really good at turning words into great visual images. 
One of my favorites he shared was to envision Heaven opening and revealing a huge staircase. 
White marble. Lots of light.  And angels everywhere singing.  Suddenly at the top of the staircase 
stood God.  He started coming down the stairs slowly. He had a baby in his arms. The Baby Jesus. 
As He came down the stairs, He held out the baby as though handing us a gift. And it was. The most 
wonderful gift we could ever imagine.  Love.  Love in the form of His only Son.  

Love came down at Christmas.

As the hymn so beautifully says:  “Love came down at Christmas. Love all lovely. Love Divine. 
Love was born at Christmas. Star and angels gave the sign.”   

God promised to “show His steadfast love to His 
anointed, to David and His offspring forever.” 
He fulfilled that promise at Christmas by giving 
us Jesus. And that promise says nothing can ever 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.   

Love came down at Christmas in the gift of Jesus, 
the gift born of love and all we have to do is accept 
it.

Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for Your steadfast 
love and for loving us so much that You fulfilled 
your promise by giving us the gift of Your only Son. 
Help us to love each other as You have loved us.  
Amen

Nina Elmore

St. Luke steeple painting
by Kent Butler
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2022
2 CHRONICLES 6:14

“O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven or on earth, keeping covenant 
and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with all their heart.”

I was taught in my surgery training to never “over promise and under deliver”.  Thankfully God 
doesn’t work like that or play those word games.  When He makes a covenant or oath bound 
promise, He always delivers and is always faithful.  I know He loves us more than any human being 
can comprehend and that His plans and promises are best so I am working on trusting Him more 
and doubting less.

Today’s verse follows the Ark of the Covenant finally being brought to the temple and now Solomon 
has blessed the people and turns with his hands raised and, on his knees, dedicates the it to God. God 
promised David (Davidic Covenant) that He would establish through his seed a perpetual kingdom 
(2 Samuel 7) and build a house for His name.  God promised in verse 7, “I will be a father to him 
and he will be a son to Me”. David’s son Solomon has completed the temple and become king but 
we see ultimate fulfillment of this covenant with the birth of Jesus, God’s only Son and born in the 
lineage of David, then ascending to the right hand of God establishes His Kingdom forever.  

I am not a theologian and cannot articulate well how all of the covenants in the Old Testament are 
ultimately fulfilled through Christ but He said at the Last Supper “This cup poured out for you is 
the new covenant in my blood” and I am so thankful for that.  We will witness, finally one day at 
Jesus’ second coming, God’s covenants fully realized. “Look, God’s dwelling is with men, and He 
will live with them.  They will be His people and God himself will be with them and be their God”. 
(Rev 21:3)

I am undeserving and weak but committed to try harder through this season of Advent to walk 
before Him with all of my heart. 

Lord, You are such a good God, trustworthy and faithful and always loving us in every way. I pray 
for this season of Advent, as we prepare for your coming, to be a time we can learn to love you and 
walk with you with all of our hearts. Praying to God the Father, with the help of the Holy Spirit and 
in Jesus’ name.  Amen

Lee McCluskey



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2022
PSALM 70:4

“May all who see you rejoice and be glad in you! May those who love your salvation say 
evermore, ‘God is great!’”

Just reading this verse brings me great joy. It makes me want to sing, “How Great Thou Art,”
to God!

From the first moment I was saved, I loved God and was overwhelmed with how much he loves 
us. I have grown closer to him through my savior Jesus and am reminded that his love is all-
encompassing and never ends.

I am amazed that he would give us the 
promise of restoration in the beginning of 
creation already knowing that we would 
need him to save us from the penalty of our 
sin. I think about how he gave his only son 
to die for us to live eternally, and that Jesus 
was obedient to God to willingly submit to 
death on a cross. God loved us that much to 
give his only son. Jesus loved us that much 
to be obedient.

God gives us his grace, mercy, and 
forgiveness, and promises to never leave us 
or forsake us.  The visual reminder of the 
rainbow in the sky keeps us mindful of his 
promise to not destroy the earth with a flood 
and leads me to remember the promise of his 
salvation through Jesus.

I cannot help but overflow with gratefulness 
for what my Father God has done in my 
life that I did not deserve. He loves me 
abundantly and faithfully and this prompts 
a desire in me to live in obedience to him 
comforted, encouraged and held together by 
his love.

Dear gracious God, Father, Emmanuel, thank you for your precious love, for always being with us. 
I praise you for your faithfulness and kindness. Forgive me when I fall short, help me to love others 
as you love me.  Help me to reach out in love to those who may not know you. Help me to selflessly 
love others as Jesus has modeled. I desire to walk in your love in all I do and say, to always keep 
your love and promises at the front of my mind and in my heart. In Jesus’ name I ask these things. 
Amen                                                                                                         

Marty Greene
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2022
PSALM 52:8

“But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God. 
I trust in the steadfast love of God forever and ever.”

In these days of advent, we enjoy singing along with the Christmas carols, such as, “O, Come Let 
Us Adore Him,” as they pour forth from the radio, television, and church choir lofts. 

I am blessed to have seven grandchildren and they all love to sing. During the Christmas season 
they enjoy going Christmas caroling with their families and friends. One Christmas, my grandson 
Chris wanted to sing “O Come let us ignore Him”.  How prophetic for our country today as we, like 
the Israelites of the Old Testament, ignore God and His commandments. 

James Howell, the senior minister of 
Myers Park UMC in Charlotte, NC, has 
written a devotional book questioning “do 
we ever ponder the words we sing during 
this Holy season?” As the psalmist wrote 
in Psalm 52 about the character of God 
“whose loving kindness is forever” our 
voices are being raised in adoration and 
praise as God will come down because 
He cannot bear to be apart from us. May 
we ponder these words and rejoice that 
no matter what, His lovingkindness is 
forever. 
Thank you, Lord, for coming to us in flesh 
so that we can now, as citizens of Heaven, 
sing praises to you, our Immanuel. You 
alone are worthy, Jesus, and we adore 
you! Amen 

Sylvia Powell

Memory quilt of ties created by Loretta Dunbar
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2022
LUKE 10:27

“And he said, ‘you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength

and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”

I attended the same elementary school in a small Alabama town where my mother was the first- 
grade teacher.  As a young boy I shared with her that “one day I was going to be a preacher.” I do 
not know the reasons behind it but later she passed on to my principal what I had said about being 
a preacher. The principal’s response was, “he’s just pulling your leg”. I hope his response was not 
based on my behavior as a young person. Obviously, what God made clear to me when I was young 
has come to pass.

A promise rooted in divine revelation may appear at first to be far fetched. If you are faithfully 
obedient as God is faithful, what God has promised will come to pass just wait and see.

Preparing for God’s promise through Christ to usher a better world for each person requires getting 
a clean heart – a heart that is filled with the love of God. As the psalmist writes: “Create in me a 
clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10).

The ultimate result from having a clean heart is that the love of God releases the wonderful attributes 
of God which not only fill you with love but also with the love of neighbor as yourself. This is when 
heaven-like situations occur on earth as in heaven.

So, we must Come Clean first – Acknowledge that some of our commitments are more rooted in 
what others think more than what God expects.
Come Clean and acknowledge that sometimes culture is greater than faith.
Come Clean and recognize that we do not love our neighbors as we love ourselves.
Come Clean and admit that we are still nurturing hurt and disappointment more than we are 
forgiving our trespasses as we asked to be forgiven for our trespasses.
Come Clean and confess that we honor our flesh driven desires more than our devotion to spiritual 
matters.

In order to have a clean heart, we need to use our spiritual vacuum cleaner in every room of our 
lives. The spiritual vacuum cleaner works by turning on time for worship, prayer, studying the 
scriptures, engaging in Christian conversations and fasting.

In each room of your life and every relationship:
 You must clean away anger.
 You must clean away ongoing hurt.
 You must clean away whatever is standing between you having a loving heart.
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As we prepare ourselves for a wonderful life now and eternally, we must check ourselves to make 
sure we love God above all else. If our relationship with God is not filled with love, then we 
should not expect the promises of God to come to pass. Practicing Christian values will lead you 
to forgiveness, compassion, and grace. When you love God completely, heaven-like experiences 
appear in the places where you dwell. God does not break promises. Put the love of God in your 
heart then just wait and see.

O loving and holy God, help me to prepare for the life that you have promised in the coming of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by loving you completely. Create in me a right spirit in all I do and 
say. Lead me through your holy word and other practices of faith to increase my obedience, so I 
may love you with all I am for your honor and glory. In Jesus Christ’s name I pray. Amen.

Bishop James King

Drone image by Jim Gates
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2022
JOHN 13:35

 “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

A coworker of mine is new to her relationship with Jesus. It has been wonderful to see her 
development and demeanor change as she continues to explore the freedom and purpose that a life 
spent in worship of the Lord provides.

In a conversation, she told me, “Tony, I just get such a sense of satisfaction from helping others. 
I don’t know what it is, but it fills me with purpose when I know I am adding value to someone’s 
day.”

I have heard this many times from individuals, an expression of self-worth by providing for others. 
But something was different the day I heard her say it. Something just clicked in my mind.

My response was, “Maybe the joy you feel is a gift. A gift of joy for showing Christ’s love
to another.”

I am convinced that the Holy Spirit put those words in my mouth. Anyone who knows me knows I 
am challenged with short, succinct analysis. 

How perfect is it that selfless service to another provides a feeling of joy? Not a return on investment 
or a path to advancement, but a very personal feeling provided by our Creator when we show
Jesus’ love. 

Have you ever felt a sense of joy when you gave freely of yourself for another? What about when 
you have received a gift of service from another? Did that make you feel wanted, appreciated,
or valued?

Our Creator reinforces His desire for us to love others by providing us joy when we relent and do 
his will. That is why we are not saved by work alone. It is not what we do, but how (with love) and 
why we do it (for Christ).

Dear Lord, thank you for your son, Jesus. You show your love by freely giving us your Son in human 
form as an example of how to love others despite the consequences. Your strength of character and 
resolve to love us despite our sin was revealed in how you sacrificed. Thank you for Jesus. Thank 
you for loving us. Thank you for allowing us to experience the joy of the Son. Amen

Tony Mayne 
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2022
1 JOHN 3:1

“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be
called children of God; and so we are.”

I enrolled in college in the fall of 1989.  The year is important to note, as it was long before cell 
phones; email did not yet exist, and long-distance calls cost a lot of money.  For the first few weeks, 
the new-ness of university life enthralled me.  I was making new friends, enjoying freedoms I 
had not yet experienced (11pm pizza…why not?!), and generally adjusting to my life as a college 
freshman 350 miles from home.

I spoke to my parents on the telephone every Sunday afternoon.  About a month into the fall 
semester, I told my dad that I was feeling lonely and a little homesick.  As I recall, I also lamented 
that I had run out of gum and didn’t 
have enough left in my allowance 
to buy any more.  My father gave 
me some words of encouragement 
over the phone, but three days later, 
a remarkable thing happened.  I got 
a letter from my dad containing a 
single stick of (my favorite) gum.  The 
next day, another note appeared, with 
another stick of gum.  And every day 
after, for the remainder of my college 
days, I received a letter from my dad.

Some days, it was a lengthy letter.  
Some described things going on at 
home, or updates on extended family.  
Sometimes, it was an article cut from 
the local newspaper, with a hastily-
scratched note.  On occasion, it was an index card that just said “I love you.”  But there was always 
a stick of gum.  Every. Single. Day.  For the next three and a half years, my father’s notes became 
drum-beats of my day; I always looked forward to the treasure waiting inside the glass-fronted 
mailbox.  I felt connected to him, to home, to family.

God gives me the same, daily reassurance.  I am reminded of His love every time I open his Word.  
In the same way that my sweet daddy wanted me to always feel like he was thinking of me, how 
much more has our heavenly father done, in sending his only son to redeem us?  And if we are 
looking daily, as into a mailbox, we will surely find God’s reminders that we are His children and 
that he loves us.  

Loving Father, I praise Your name for Your great love towards me. Thank You that in Christ, I am 
called Your child. Thank you for your abundant reminders that you love me and care for me.  Please 
help me see You in everything I will encounter today.  In Jesus' name I pray, Amen.

Jenny Adams

Painting by Barbara Marks
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2022
EPHESIANS 6:23-24

“Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love incorruptible.”

Merry Christmas!

I love Christmas day!  I always have.  I’m positive, of course, that I’m not the only one who feels 
this way and chances are pretty good that you love Christmas Day, too!  For me as, a child, I believe 
that love began with the excitement of getting up early, rushing into the den, looking under the tree 
and seeing all the surprises that were there.  As a newlywed it was the delight of spending this most 
special time with the love of my life.  As a new parent it was the thrill of seeing our children begin 
to experience all of those wonderful emotions that I still vividly remember.  And now, at age sixty 
one with four grandchildren, I seem to just love everything about the day.

There has been one constant throughout all of the Christmas Days I have known and that’s family.  
Even on those rare Christmases when I have not been with family knowing that they had me in 
their hearts and minds made the day extra special.  It’s no wonder that today’s scripture are the last 
two verses in Paul’s letter to the church at Ephesus.  His focus was about how we are all one body 
(family) with Christ being the head of our family!  What a wonderful promise!!  Each of us has 
a very special role in the body of Christ and each of us are known and loved by the Father.  So, 
even if you are alone this Christmas.  Even if your experience with Christmas has been remarkably 
different from mine.  Even if Christmas, for you, is not a time of joy and peace you need to know 
that Jesus Christ, the very definition of love, loves YOU, cherishes YOU and wants, more than 
anything, a personal relationship with YOU.

Yes . . . I love Christmas.  I suspect you do, too.  But even if you don’t, that’s OK.  Just know that 
the one whose birth we celebrate loves you!!  He loves you enough that He left heaven in order that 
He might spend eternity with you!  Merry Christmas!!

Dear Lord, Please help each of us to know how much we are loved by you.  Help us to feel your 
very presence on this blessed day and help us to share that love with everyone we meet.  In Jesus 
name, Amen.

Mitch Watts



Christmas at St. Luke
November 27 First Sunday in Advent
  (8:30 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary/9:00 a.m., Ministry Center)

November 27 Advent Family Festival (4:00 – 6:00 p.m., Ministry Center)

December 3  December First Saturday (7:30 a.m. - Noon, St. Luke Campus)

December 4  Second Sunday in Advent with the St. Luke Orchestra
  (8:30 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary/Praise Band 9:00 a.m., Ministry Center)

December 6  Free Spirits Christmas Music Extravaganza (11:30 a.m, Ministry Center)

December 7 St. Luke MIDWEEK Orchestra Concert (5:30 - 7:00 p.m, Ministry Center)

December 11 Third Sunday in Advent with special music by the St. Luke Chancel Choir 
  8:30 and 11:00 a.m., Sanctuary/Praise Band 9:00 a.m, Ministry Center)

December 11 Corner Students Christmas Party (5:00 - 9:00 p.m, Ministry Center)

December 18 Fourth Sunday in Advent with the Handbell Choir (8:30 and 11:00 a.m., 
  Sanctuary/Praise Band 9:00 a.m., Ministry Center)

December 18 Longest Night Service and Reception (4:00 p.m, Chapel)

December 24 Christmas Eve Communion Services (3:00 and 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary)
 
December 24 Christmas Eve Family Service with Children’s Pageant
  (5:00 p.m., Ministry Center)

December 25 Christmas Day at St. Luke (10:30 a.m., Sanctuary)
                
January 1   New Year’s Day at St. Luke (10:30 a.m., Ministry Center)


